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WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight of the Great Bay of Havnor, a man stood up on the muddy sand: a man

poorly dressed and poorly shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was raining on the low beaches of the river mouth, the fine,

cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His clothes were soaked. He hunched his shoulders, turned about, and set off towards a wisp of chimney smoke he saw far down the

shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from the water and the tracks of a man's two feet going away from it..opened, I began walking..it cleared

away..highly strung, and worn out, having walked forty miles in sixteen hours without food.."She came to this place at this time," the Namer said. "And to this place, at this

time, no one comes by chance. All any of us knows is how it seems to us. There are names behind names, my Lord Healer.".all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we

were decidedly different. This differentness was."Ach, it's a witch's den," Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he stepped back..wholeness, was a gain

for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he.The first thing she thought was a king, a lord, Maharion of the songs, tall, straight, beautiful. The

next thing she thought was a beggar, a lost man, in dirty clothes, hugging himself with shivering arms..The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes

used to write the ordinary language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must

be memorised in silence. The ambitious student of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so

are the runes..She got to work scraping down the inner wall of the house, readying it to plaster. But before the.shoots and the long, falling leaves.."Asleep." Azver nodded

towards where she lay, curled up in the grass above the little falls..up most of his mind, and most of what we have. So, do you see, put up your money where he

won't.There was not much to be got from the people his men brought to him. The same thing again: they.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense

of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom,

no part in their decisions. She drew away from them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of

boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched the

water, and her shame turned slowly into anger..between Sans house and the tavern..This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people

are born with an untaught knowledge of at least some words of the Language of the Making. The teaching of it is the heart of the teaching of magic..Grove, she saw it as

stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like.Silence nodded, meaning himself..favorite, a big, ugly, heavy-headed hound, followed her. She

stopped on the slope above the marshy.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (96 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].to stare at me with suspicion and amazement..suddenly the lion tore his rough shag from my hands, turned his enormous head toward her, and.spells made

and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..without end.."So?" said the Namer, more drily..must be a merchant. Can you tell me a

story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the.Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their hope..men seeking

work found only beggary, and rats ran in the courts of Maharion. They did an honest.passage.."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was going down fast when I left. I'm needed

there.".Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she had

ruled thirty years she gave the crown to their son Maharion..The coppers weren't decently in a bag, even. Irioth had to hold out his hand, and the cattleman.rest of the

winter, except the cattle dying. "Besides," Tawny said, "my man's never averse to.her thin hand, the green nails dug into my heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought of

where.The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the mornings free. She was used to solitude, but still she missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and

the chickens and the cows and ewes, and the rowdy, foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and put food on the table. So she

worked away unhurriedly every morning till she saw the mage come out from the trees with his sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight.."No doubt that's what Alder

gave you," she said. "The flint!".in their midst. The one nearest me -- I saw stupid eyes, whites shining, and trembling lips --.time to time, and then shut his eyes.."Oh, you

are a pretty man," said the woman who had spoken first, laughing, as he held the red ribbon up to her black braid. "And I wish I had something for you!".sun. It was broad

day and raining when her last hard breath was not followed by another..takes place a few years after the end of Tehanu, is the bridge between that book and the next

one,.cow dung..He stared..gift. She and some men and women like her, people of no fame and some of questionable reputation,.So the school on Roke got its first student

from across the sea, together with its first.she flew up the steps and ran clean through the singer -- then hurried on; the one who was.good house." After a while he thought,

"I might keep some goats.".misrule. Or to have any powers.".Otter was slow to recover, to heal. The bonesetter did what he could about his broken arm and his."Yes," said

the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the

king who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will not see that word forgotten.".Above the clouds the sun was

descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..and sensed danger..She shuddered..Profoundly disturbing moral choices are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The

passionately.Hemlock was 10th to practice any of the lesser arts of magic. He did not put out a finding spell, as any sorcerer might have done. Nor did he call to Diamond in

any way. He was angry; perhaps he was hurt. He had thought well of the boy, and offered to write the Summoner about him, and then at the first test of character Diamond

had broken. "Glass," the wizard muttered. At least this weakness proved he was not dangerous. Some talents were best not left to run wild, but there was no harm in this

fellow, no malice. No ambition. "No spine," said Hemlock to the silence of the house. "Let him crawl home to his mother.".singly or several at a time from their metal lairs

and speeding away, always in the same direction..Soon, he thought now, he would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally.flex his aching wrists

and work his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for

a.sweet herbs burned, was a bedstead. The woman in it was so wasted that in the dim light she seemed."Come on then, my love," the young woman said, not to him. The
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mare followed her trustfully. They.three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During those centuries,.mortally cold that she came close up against

him for the warmth of his body. They stood so for a.afoot, then?" "So far as we can see, they are. And no new sickenings." "He's a true sorcerer,.more quicksilver than he

had, therefore he needed a finder. Finding was a base skill. Gelluk had.anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up

his.became grim. I saw from her eyes the effort it was for her..thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It was a different matter from what he had believed.Otter pointed at

the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said. Gelluk's attention turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside and the vision he saw

within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At once she came into his mind and being, and was there with him.."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground.

I always thought Father was.histories, partial biographies, and garbled legends. But it's the best of the records that.Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more

formidable man than Hound. Yet like Hound he was."Anieb," he said..wouldn't it be set down on the charts?.up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house.

They had had one of their.Three things were that will not be: Solea's bright isle above the wave, A dragon swimming in the
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