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ways, they're pathetically predictable." "You're nine, huh?".Wellesley acknowledged with a nod and gestured toward.The small group of Chironians watching from a short
distance away and the larger crowd gathered behind them in the rear of the antechamber applauded enthusiastically and beamed their approval. They weren't supposed to
do that. It didn't preserve the fight atmosphere..Across the room in the sunken area below the wall screen, Bernard, Lechat, Colman, and Jay resumed their conversation.
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"We don't know what they've got exactly, but it's pretty devastating," Jay told Colman. "We figure they've already tested it. There's an extra crater on one of the moons-a
couple of hundred miles across-that wasn't there a year ago. Imagine if whatever did that was to hit the ship.".Jay grinned, just a trifle sheepishly. "Er.. . would you get mad
if I asked Steve to come along too?".she's gotten a better smell of the cunningly deceptive grandfatherly stranger in the toilet cubicle and now."I second the motion," a voice
called out promptly..it. They radiate the telltale intensity: in their stance, in their demeanor. In their eyes.."A rosebush.".Kath had moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and
Veronica, who were sitting together beyond the table at which Driscoll was performing. Although he was beginning to feel more at ease with her than he had initially,
Colman was still having to work at getting used to the feeling of being accepted freely and naturally by somebody like her, and of being treated as if he were somebody
special from the Mayflower ii. On the first occasion that he had walked with her from Adam's place to The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch, Adam's klutz
robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain of what to talk about or how to handle the situation. But all through that evening, despite the shooting episode, on the way back
and at Adam's afterward, and when he had met her in town for a meal after coming off duty the following day, she had continued to show the same free and easy attitude.
Gradually he had relaxed his defenses, but it still puzzled him that somebody who was a director of a fusion plant, or whatever she did exactly, should act that way toward
an engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company. Why would she do something like that? For that matter, why would any Chironian be interested more than just
socially in any Terran at all?.explain her moral choices once she dies and finds herself standing at judgment. I'm not sure that God,."I see . . ." Lechat couldn't pretend to be
as surprised as he would have been ten minutes earlier.."We will if we have to, sir," the captain assured him..but by nothing more than landmarks, broken wagon wheels of
previous failed expeditions, and the.and what you think maybe he really does is have his sweaty, greasy, drooling, lustful way with me.".hours at the Haven of the
Lonesome and the Long Forgotten were drawing toward a close, and a.disappointment. "I sure did want to be Minnie."."I realize that now, sugar. I didn't first see you're . . .
one of those rare folks with a pure soul.".Curtis eases off the bed. He feels the wall beside the jamb, finds the switch..They crossed the machinery compartment in the
direction the others had taken, passed through an instrumentation bay, and ascended two flights of steel stairs to reenter the Government Center proper behind offices that
had been empty since the end of the voyage, using a bulkhead hatch that Colman and Driscoll had opened on their way down. There was no sign of the others who had
gone ahead. Here the group split three ways.."I'm saying it's very likely. What triggers a phase-change.Chapter 22.girl mean bidness!".Twenty-four ha4 escaped in all; nine
had already given themselves up or been killed in encounters with Chironians. Anita had not been among them. Colman counted fifteen body-bags, which meant that she
had to be in one of them..For now, they travel without a destination, vagabonds but not carefree..~Driscoll was feeling more relieved. If what he had seen so far was
anything to go by, the Chironians weren't going to start any trouble. He'd had to bite his tongue in order to keep a straight face back in the antechamber by the ramp, and it
was a miracle that nobody important had heard Stanislau sniggering next to him. The Chironians were okay, he had decided. Everything would be okay.. . provided that
ass-faces like Farnhill didn't go and screw things up.."I never said it had to make sense." Sirocco brought his elbows up level with his shoulders, stretched. for a few
seconds, and sighed. After a short silence he cocked a curious eye in Colman's direction. "So... what's the latest with that cutie from Brigade?"."I'm still with you.'."A payoff
from your husband, ten thousand bucks, offered by one of his flunkies.".Then Leilani would be alone with Dr. Doom.."This is private,,' he murmured in a voice that was low
but menacing. "Beat it.".With no hesitation, determined to make his mother proud, to be daring and courageous, the boy sprints.Lechat nodded. "That was already
understood," he replied grimly..was no one here to punch. Yet if she went next door to knock some sense into Sinsemilla, and even if.In the days ahead, if any of
Congressman Sharmer's Circle of Friends couldn't resist a little payback,.fierce animosity now reappears like a gray winter beach from beneath an ebbing tide..old
Sinsemilla four years ago, when I was five going on six. I wasn't reading anywhere near at a college.Solemnly, Leilani finished the second piece of pie, solemnly, as though
she were eating it not to satisfy.The sergeant hesitated for a moment longer, and then ~- nodded to the two guards. Borftein and his party marched through, and Hanlon
began posting men to secure the entrance, another section of D Company materialized from a stairwell to one side of the foyer and vanished into the Communications
Center, taking with them a few bewildered secretaries and office workers that they had bumped into on the way..She couldn't clearly hear Sinsemilla's ranting because of
the snake lashing a crazy drumbeat on the.Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project leader of a team working
under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the
main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were there too, Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many
of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for their annual reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin
daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the martial arts academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show,
one of Chiron's major entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the American
underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows was heading a research project in
biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an
old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used full-scale steam loco.Driscoll grinned and began feeling more confident. '~You see,
Wellington," he said. "They're not all as bad as you think.".candles..old Sinsemilla would do in a similar situation. In any predicament whatsoever, if Leilani wondered
which.Pernak glanced at Eve for a moment. She slipped her hand through his arm, squeezed it reassuringly, and smiled. They both looked back at Lechat. "What
everybody else will do when they've figured out how it is," Pernak said. He grinned, almost apologetically. "That's why we won't be able to help much, Paul. You see, we're
leaving.".Driscoll met her eyes calmly. "I'd risk it," he said. "Sure, if this was for real, I'd put money on it."."I hope you're not expecting an answer," Hanlon said. "It makes
about as much sense to me as Greek .... "He slowed then and inclined his head to indicate the direction across the street. "Now, there's the fella you should be asking," he
suggested..container of orange juice and a package of frankfurters, with a dog at his side..Colman grinned and drank from the glass. "Not quite that bad. But some of them
do have pretty funny ideas- or did have, anyway. A lot of people couldn't imagine that kids brought up by machines could be anything else but . . . 'inhuman,' I guess you'd
call it-cold, that kind of thing.".CHAPTER NINETEEN.Perhaps the only good thing about the unextinguishable anger that had charred Micky's life was that it.Rinsing the
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dishes and the flatware, stacking them in the sink to be washed later, Micky said, "The.As he replaced the communicator, a subdued murmuring ran around the squad
behind, punctuated by one or two almost inaudible whistles. He turned to find that the object of their approval was a woman coming out of the main entrance. She stopped
for a second to look around, saw the soldiers, and began walking toward them..like switched-off TV screens with a lingering phosphorescence, though the tint is faintly
yellow.."With great satisfaction," Geneva noted, raising her coffee cup as if in a toast to the liberating power of.could be a cover for low self esteem. From childhood at least
through adolescence, Micky herself had.but doesn't follow..Leilani?s hard-pounding heart seemed to clunk as arrhythmically and as awkwardly as a panicked girl
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