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though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and triggered a golden oldie in the jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's voice in the hospital room, in Spruce
Hills, on the night of the day when Naomi died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an end to the effects that her music would have on the lives of others and on the shape
of the future.....And though Barty was not shy, neither was he a show-off. He didn't seek praise for his accomplishments, and in fact, they were little known outside of his
immediate family. His satisfaction came entirely from learning, exploring, growing..No elevator. He didn't have to worry that with no more warning than a ding, doors might
slide open, admitting witnesses into the hall..By the time he put his suitcase and three boxes of books--the collected works of Zedd and selections from the
Book-of-the-Month Club-in the Suburban, Junior had rushed twice more to the bathroom. His legs were shaky, and he felt hollow, frail, as if he'd lost more than was
apparent, as if the essential substance of himself was gone..Some acts were distasteful, too, such as searching the lunatic lawman for his car keys and his badge..Carrying
him to the window, gazing up at the stars, the moon, she said, "I'll always read to you, Barty.".face looked familiar, and he sensed that he had seen it before in a disquieting
context, although the man's identity eluded him.."He's a wonderful boy, so very bright, so very full of life. Blindness will be hard, but it won't be the end. He'll cope without
the light. It'll be so difficult at first, but this boy ... eventually he'll thrive.".Taking no chances, Junior swung the candlestick again, bending down as he did so. The second
impact was not as solid as the first, a glancing blow, but effective..Sometimes Barty could be fierce in his independence-his mother told him so-and now he rebuffed Angel
too sharply. "I don't want to be waited on. I'm not helpless, you know. I can get sodas myself" By the time he reached the doorway, he felt sorry for his tone, and he looked
back toward where the window seat must be. "Angel?".As though stirred by static electricity, the fine hairs on the backs of Tom's hands quivered, and a current of
expectation coursed through him..He paused, giving them a chance to ask the obvious question-and then smiled at their reticence..He bought cracker sandwiches, some
filled with cheese and some with peanut butter, redskin peanuts, chocolate bars, and Coca-Cola. Although this was an unhealthy meal, cheese and peanut butter and
chocolate shared a virtue: they were all binding..No one could put him in prison because of his dreams. "I can't remember. Those are the worst, when you're not able to
remember them-don't you think? They're always so silly when you can recall the details. When you draw a blank ... they seem more threatening.".Visibly nonplussed by
Junior's blithe failure to terminate the handshake when the shaking stopped, the fussy Neddy didn't want to be so rude as to yank his hand loose, or to cause a scene
regardless of how small, but Junior, smiling and pretending to be as socially dense as concrete, failed to respond to a polite tug. So Neddy waited, allowing his hand to be
held, and his face, previously as white as piano keys, brightened to a shade of pink that clashed with his red boutonniere..He woke at noon, eyes gummed shut with the
effluence of sleep. He felt lousy, but he was in control of himself-and strong enough to fetch his suitcase, which he'd been unable to carry upon arrival..Junior continued
east, weaving through the horde, convinced that he could hear the ghost cop's footsteps distinct from the tramping noise made by the legions of the living, penetrating the
grumble and the bleat of traffic. Hollow, the dead man's tread echoed not only in Junior's ears but also through his body, in his bones..Such behavior as hers was unlikely to
lead to self-discovery, self improvement, and fulfillment. We make our own misery in this life. For better or worse, we create our own futures..He sprang to his feet, or
maybe only staggered up, depending on whether his image of himself right now was pulp or real, and surveyed the scene, looking for the bandaged man. A few neighbors
crossed the lawn toward Grace, and others approached along the street. But the killer was gone..We know a dozen different Arthurs now, all of them true. The Shire
changed irrevocably even in Bilbos lifetime. Don Quixote went riding out to Argentina and met Jorge Luis Borges there. Plus c'est la meme chose, plus fa change..Junior
glimpsed Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only the back of his head. He hadn't seen this man in almost three years, yet he was instantly
certain that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the filthy-scabby-monkey spirit itself.."The exquisite kind," he replied, glad that he had read so many books on the
art of seduction and therefore knew precisely the right thing to say..Instead of engaging in the confrontation for which he had been pressing ever since his first visit,
Vanadium surprised Junior by breaking eye contact, turning from the bed, and crossing the room to the door..The pewter bludgeon slammed into the back of his skull with a
hard pack. The scalp tore, blood sprang forth, and the man fell as hard as Victoria had fallen under the influence of a good Merlot, although he went facedown, not faceup
as she had done..Joey was standing just outside, gazing in at her. His blue eyes were seas where sorrow sailed..Junior flung back the covers and came to his feet, but his
knees proved weak, and he sat at once on the edge of the bed..Of all the kindnesses that we can do for one another, the most precious of all gifts-time-is not ours to give.
Bearing this in mind, Agnes did her best to guide her extended family through its grieving for Harrison and for Jacob, into happier days. Respect must be paid, precious
memories nurtured, but life also must go on.."You better wise up, you tree-humping nitwit," Rudy advised Junior, grabbing the bed railing as if he might tear it off and use it
to club his son-in-law senseless..On the nightstand waited a glass of water on a coaster and a pharmacy bottle containing several capsules of a potent painkiller..Amazed,
Agnes gaped at her baby. The throat lump that blocked her speech was part pride, part awe, and part fear, though she didn't at once understand why this wonderful
precociousness should frighten her..Those words, in a vertiginous spiral, spooled through the memory tapes in Junior's mind, as clear and powerfully affecting-and every bit
as alarming-as the memory flash of the ordeal in the Dumpster. He couldn't recall where he'd heard them, who had spoken them, but revelation trembled tantalizingly along
the rim of his mind..Junior closed his weary eyes and gratefully submitted as the paramedic wiped his greasy face and his crusted lips with a cool, damp cloth..And
suddenly Celestina believed that Bellini was a cop, not because his voice contained such authority, but because her heart told her that the time had come, that the
long-anticipated danger had at last materialized: the dark advent that Phimie had warned her about three years ago..just as the smile curved to completion, however, an
awful thing happened. The humiliation began with a loud gurgle in his gut..could spring the new deadbolts as easily as the old. Therefore, on the interior of the front and
back doors, Junior added sliding bolts, which couldn't be picked from outside..Ever since he'd searched Vanadium's house, over fourteen months ago, Junior had enjoyed
learning about other people by touring their homes in their absence. Because he was unwilling to risk arrest for breaking and entering, these explorations were rare, other
than in the homes of women whom he'd dated long enough to justify swapping keys. Happily, in this golden age of trust and easy relationships, as little as a week of hot sex
could lead to key-level commitment..He followed an alleyway to the building's service entrance, for which he possessed a key that wasn't provided to other tenants. He
unlocked the steel door and stepped into a small, dimly lighted receiving room with gray walls and a speckled blue linoleum floor..During the girl's final appointment, Junior
discovered she would be home alone that same night, her parents at a function she wasn't required to attend. She appeared to reveal this inadvertently, quite innocently;
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however, Junior was a bloodhound when it came to smelling seduction, regardless of how subtle the scent..When the long table was laden and the wine poured, when
everyone but Mary settled into chairs, Angel said, "My daughter tells me she wants to make a short presentation before I say grace. I don't know what it is, but she assures
me it doesn't involve singing, dancing, or reading any of her poetry." I.Maria was hand-repairing some of Joey's clothes, which Agnes had meticulously damaged earlier in
the day..The driver's door opened, shoving aside a damaged tea table, and a man climbed out of the Pontiac..He gently drew the covers over his wife's ruined body, to her
thin shoulders, but arranged her right arm on top of the blankets. He straightened and smoothed the folded-back flap of the top sheet..This galerieur was tall, with silver hair,
chiseled features, and the all-knowing, imperious manner of a gynecologist to royalty. He wore a well-tailored gray suit, and his gold Rolex was the very watch that Wroth
Griskin might have killed for in his salad days..She walked the corridor until she came to a room with empty beds. Without turning on the lights, she entered, put down the
suitcase, and sat in a chair by the window..the hilly streets of the city, ignoring all traffic lights and stop signs, pegging the speedometer needle at its highest mark, as
though he might eventually be air-cooled by sufficient speed. He wanted to slam through unwary pedestrians, crack their bones, and send them tumbling.."Well, it's true," he
said, finally turning the key in the proper direction and firing up the engine..Celestina stared curiously at Tom Vanadium. She had witnessed the effect of vanishment,
though she hadn't actually seen the coin disappear in midair. Yet she seemed to sense either that something more than sleight of hand had just transpired or that the trick
had a meaning she'd missed..Surprisingly, dolls. Quite a few dolls. Apparently the bastard boy was effeminate, a quality he sure as hell hadn't inherited from his
father..Could any spell of magic make,.The house was hers, free and clear of mortgages. There were two savings accounts to which Joey had diligently made deposits
weekly through nine years of marriage..After wiping her floury hands, Agnes took the book from him and, examining it, could find nothing wrong. She flipped back a few
pages, then a few forward, but the lines of type were crisp and clear. "Show me where, honey.".Without using his flashlight, depending only on the moon, he ascended
through the cemetery to the service road..Out of respect for his mother, Barty struggled to hold fast to his eyeless second sight, living in the idea of a world where he still
had vision, until she had been accorded the honors she deserved and had been laid to rest beside his father..Barty, she explained, would be rich in many ways. Financially
rich, but also rich in talent, in spirit, intellect. Rich in courage, honor. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck.."I was raised to understand it," said
Celestina, and when she looked across the room, she saw that her words had moved her mother..Regardless of her other successes or failures as a parent, Agnes
intended to make certain that Barty never lacked hope, that meaning and purpose flowed through the boy as constantly as blood..He sat on the edge of the bed and held
her right hand. She had passed away such a short time ago that her skin was still warm..With Naomi, sex had been glorious, because they were bonded on multiple levels,
all deeper than the mere physical. They had been so close, so emotionally and intellectually entwined, that in making love to her, he'd been making love to himself; and he
would never experience a greater intimacy than that..In the dark woods of the dream, still the presence: faceless and silent, radiating a merciless intent..Letting go of Maria,
lowering her hand to her heart, Agnes said, "I want to see him." After making the sign of the cross, Maria said, "They must to have keeped him in the eggubator until he is
not dangerous. When the nurse comes, I will make her to tell me when the baby is to be safe. But I can't be leave you. I watch. I watch over."."Only for a little while. Then
he is joining me at the gallery, and after the show's over, we're having dinner together.".Fear clotted in Junior's veins, and he stood like an impacted embolism in the busy
flow of pedestrians, certain that he himself would at any moment succumb to a stroke..Her lifelong optimism, her buoyancy, which she had miraculously sustained through
so many difficult years, would never survive this. She would no longer be a rock of hope for him and Edom. Their future was despair, undiluted and unrelenting..Celestina
hardly knew Paul, and although he'd saved her mother's life, his offer raised a look of doubt from her..Jacob scared people. He was 'Edom's identical twin, with Edom's
boyish and pleasant face, as soft-spoken as Edom, well barbered and neatly groomed. Nevertheless, on the same mission of mercy as Edom, Jacob would leave the pie
recipients in a state of deep uneasiness if not outright terror. In his wake, they would bar the doors, load guns if they owned any, and lay sleepless for a night or two.."Quick,
very quick," he warned, helping Grace through the fire framed window and onto the roof of the porch.."I see. Sometimes. Just quick. For like a blink. Like when you stand
between two mirrors. You know?".With great deliberation, Joey shifted gears and followed the drive way to the street, where he peered left and then right with the
squint-eyed suspicion of a Marine commando scouting dangerous territory. He turned right..Grace and Celestina fell at once into the rhythms of kitchen work, not only
brewing the coffee, but also helping Agnes with the pies..In the chilly darkness, his breath plumed visibly, frosted by moonlight. The rapidity and raggedness of his radiant
exhalations would have marked him as a guilty man if witnesses had been present..The hospital was eerily quiet, except for the occasional squeak of rubber-soled shoes on
the vinyl floor of the corridor.."No, the more I think about it, the more it feels like this is just kids. Some kids goofing around, that's all. I- guess Vanadium got deeper under
my skin than I realized, so when this came up, I couldn't think straight about it.".On this occasion, however, he couldn't have focused on a book even if he'd had the strength
to hold it. The fierce paroxysms that clenched his guts also destroyed his ability to concentrate.."I thought so," Angel said, dubiosity squinching her face. "Mrs. Ornwall made
me cheese.".She rushed on: "I'm one of the best waitresses they have, so if I ask for dinner shifts only, I'll get them. Tips are better at dinner. And working the one shift, four
and a half to five hours, I'll have a regular schedule.".Jacob's mentor had been a man named Obadiah Sepharad. They had met when Jacob was eighteen, during a period
when he'd been committed to a psychiatric ward for a short time, his eccentricity having been briefly mistaken for something worse..So burning with anger was he that his
car, by direct thermal transmission from his hands upon the wheel, should have been glowing cherry red in the January night, should have been scorching tunnels of clear
dry air through the cold fog. Rancor, virulence, acrimony, vehemence: All words learned for the purpose of self-improvement were useless to him now, because none
adequately conveyed the merest minimum of his anger, which swelled as vast and molten as the sun, far more formidable than his assiduously enhanced
vocabulary..Testing Celestina's nerves as fully as Barty had tested his mother's, Angel pulled-levered -shinnied-swung herself so fast up through the tree, arriving at the
boy's side while red streaks still enlivened a sky that was repainting itself purple. She stood in the crook of limbs with him, and her delighted laughter rang down through the
cathedral oak. 1975 through 1978: Hare ran from Dragon, Snake fled from Horse, and '78 bounced to the beat, because disco ruled. The reborn Bee Gees dominated the
airwaves. John Travolta had the look. Rhodesian rebels, grasping the dangers inherent in any battle between equals, had the manful courage to slaughter unarmed women
missionaries and schoolgirls. Spinks won the title from Ali, and Ali won it back from Spinks..Shuddering, rubbing furiously at himself, he stumbled into the bathroom. In the
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mirror, he confronted a face he hardly recognized: swollen, lumpy peppered with red hives..ice bags. I almost laughed at his tendency to morbidness and self dramatization.
The living dead had not come to get him: just some rubber ice bags..Shaking her head, Celestina said, "I can only pay for a studio apartment, something small.".Fortifying
herself with more coffee, Jolene said, "Edom, you were going to tell us how Joey's coping with fatherhood.".THE RAIN THAT HAD threatened to wash out the morning
funeral finally rinsed the afternoon, but by nightfall the Oregon sky was clean and dry. From horizon to horizon spread an infinity of icy stars, and at the center of them hung
a bright sickle moon as silver as steel..She wanted to go to San Francisco with Celestina, to have the baby in the city, where the father-and not incidentally her friends and
Reverend White's parishioners-would never know she'd given birth. The more her parents and sister argued against this plan, the more agitated Phimie became, until they
worried that they would jeopardize her health and mental stability if they didn't do as she wished.."And maybe," said Agnes, caught up in the speculation, "when your life
comes to an end in all those many branches, what you're finally judged on is the shape and the beauty of the tree.".An exceptionally attractive woman, alone at the bar,
stirred his desire. Glossy black hair: the tresses of night itself, shorn from the sky.Maria fished another chip from the sweating carafe, rejected it, and scooped out a larger
piece. She hesitated, staring at it for a moment, and then spooned it between Agnes's lips. "Water can to be broken if it will be first made into ice."
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